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PREFACE

This thirtieth issue o the Socialist Register opens with a survey o its
direction, policy and output sinceitsfirst appearance; and thisisfollowed
by John Savilles recollectionsd’ hiswork with Edward Thompsonin 1956.
Like countless people in Britain, America and elsewhere, we mourn
Edward'sdeath. Hewasafriend of the Register and wewere privileged to
publish some outstanding essays by him, notably The Peculiarities of the
English (1965) and An Open Letter to Leszek Kolakowski (1973). Rather
than add tothe many obituarieswhich appearedwhen hedied, wethought
it would be of interest to our readersto have an account by John Saville,
who worked closaly with Edward at the time, o the eventswhich led to
their break with the Communist Party.

The essay by Norman Geras chalenges Richard Rorty's anti-
universalismby examiningthe motivesd the'righteous insavingthelives
of Jewsin Nazi-occupied Europe.

The main theme o this year's Register — 'Between Globalism and
Nationalism' — dealswith the ever-greater global reach of capital and its
impact on the policiesd nation-states. The conventional wisdom on the
Left has been that the internationalization of capital meansthat thereis
now very littlespacefor national governmentsto adopt policieswhich run
counter to thelogic of international capital. We think that the Register is
performingan important servicein probing and challenging this assump-
tion. Thisisthe burden d the essays by L eo Panitch, Manfred Bienefeld,
Arthur MacEwan and Gregory Albo. They demonstratethe dangersand
limits of the practice of ‘competitive austerity' into which even socia
democraticgovernmentsin the developed capitalist world are drawn by
virtue of their acceptanced thelogicd global competitiveness; and their
essaysadvancethe casefor | eft strategi esbased on moreinwardly-oriented
and democrati c economic alternatives, while avoiding the pitfalls o par-
ochial and undemocraticnationalist reactionsto globalism.

Although the rhetoric o ‘free markets and democracy' infuses the
ideology o globalism, the dtrategic dilemmas facing the Left in one
country after another invariably centre on the incompatibility between
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progressive advancesand globa markets. Thisisthecentral themed John
Saul's essay on the dilemmasfacing the African National Congressasit
movestowards power in South Africa; and Gerard Greenfield'saccount of
the development of capitalism in Vietnam under the auspices of the
Communist Party demonstrates how dismal are the results of market
fetishism. Thisisfollowed by asurvey o thestate of theL eft in South East
Asia by Kevin Hewison and Garry Rodan; and an essay by Poul Funder
Larsen and David Mandel discusses the state of the Left in post-
Communist Russia. Patty L ee Parmelee discussesthe position of workers
and intellectualsin the former German Democratic Republic under the
SocialistUnity Party; and EricCanepa analysesthe natureand significance
of the transformation of that party into Germany's Party of Democratic
Sociaism today.

Among our contributors, John Saville, who was for many years a co-
editor of the Regigter, is Emeritus Professor of Economic and Social
History at Hull University. Norman Gerasteachespoliticsin the Depart-
ment of Government, Manchester University. Manfred Bienefeldisin the
School of Public Administration at Carleton University, Ottawa, and
Arthur MacEwan teaches economicsat the University of Massachusetts,
Boston. Gregory Albo teachesin the Department of Political Science at
York University, Toronto, as does John Saul, who is aso Professor of
Social Sciences at Atkinson College, which is part of York University.
Gerard Greenfield is a doctoral candidate at the School of Humanities,
Murdoch University, Western Australia. Garry Rodan isSenior Lecturer
in Politics, aso at Murdoch University,and Kevin Hewison i sProfessor of
Asian Languages and Societiesat the University of New England, New
South Wales. Poul Funder Larsenisa Danish journalist and film-maker
presently living in Moscow and David Mandel teaches politics at the
Université du Québec, Montreal. Patty Lee Parmalee, an independent
scholarand writer, and Eric Canepa, aharpsi cordist and musi col ogistwho
isalsoeditorial associatedt the journal Sociadismand Democracy, areboth
organizersat the New Y ork Marxist School

Wearevery grateful to al our contributors, but we must onceagain note
that neither they nor the editors necessarily agree with everything that
appearsinthefollowingpages. Wearea sovery grateful toMartin Eveand
Julie Millard, d Merlin Press, for their indispensable help in the speedy
productionaf thisvolume.

March 1994 R.M.
L.P.
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