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PREFACE 

1989 marks the bi-centenary of the French Revolution. Rather than add to 
the torrent of writing engendered by this anniversary, we are devoting this 
year's volume of The Socialist Register to the theme of revolution at the 
end of the twentieth century. 1989 marks an anniversary for the Register 
itself - our 25th - and the exploration of this year's theme is well in line 
with the purposes which this annual has tried to serve since its inception 
in 1964, namely the discussion and elucidation of questions which, in both 
theoretical and practical terms, concern socialists everywhere. 

The question of revolution is clearly one of these, perhaps the most impor- 
tant of all such questions. The socialist aspiration to create a cooperative, 
egalitarian, democratic and classless society entails, for its realization, a 
fundamental transformation of the social and political order, in a word, a 
revolution. But what does the idea of revolution itself entail today? To ask 
this question as we approach the end of this century immediately raises a host 
of issues concerning whether and how socialist aspirations can be realized, 
and poses problems and dilemmas over the very ways we can think about 
these issues, as well as over the ways in which they might be resolved. 

These problems and dilemmas present themselves differently for socialists 
in the countries of advanced capitalism, in the 'third world', and in the 
Communist countries; and even within each of these global arenas. The 
decade of the 1980s has witnessed a sustained capitalist reaction in the 
West against many of the reforms, and indeed against the very notion 
of a gradualist reform agenda, whose achievement had long inspired the 
practice of socialist, and most communist, parties in the West. The 1980s 
have also witnessed the challenges mounted to 'actually existing socialism' in 
the East by movements like Solidarnosc from below, and byperestroika from 
above. At the same time, new revolutionary regimes in the Third World have 
displayed an extremely wide range of experiences and outcomes; and such 
diversity is inscribed again in the practices and ongoing struggles of revolu- 
tionary movements. What this indicates is that, even if socialist aspirations 
may be essentially the same, the problems of realization - of revolution - are 
never exactly the same and can never be.addressed in uniform fashion. 

The articles in this volume testify to this diversity. But they also testify to 
the fact that reflections on the meaning of revolution (and its always-present 



nemesis, counter-revolution) in 1989 means far more than reawakening the 
ghosts of 1789. Revolution -for all its problems and dilemmas - remains very 
much a contemporary issue. 

We wish to pay tribute here to Raymond Williams, whose appreciation of 
'the long revolution' only enhanced his commitment to the need for funda- 
mental change, for searching new ways of renewing the revolutionary agenda 
and making socialism more effective and influential in the modern world. 
Raymond Williams was a contributor to the Register, and we had invited 
him to write an essay on the meaning of revolution today shortly before his 
untimely death in January 1988. We feel his loss acutely, as must all those 
who have been instructed by his insight and inspired by his commitment 
to the spirit of revolution. This insight and commitment are well-reflected, 
we believe, in the quotation that opens the first essay in this volume which 
addresses a topic which Raymond Williams helped so much to elucidate, that 
is, the importance, as well as the difficulties, ofrevolutionary socialist change 
in the advanced capitalist countries. 

Among our contributors, Carlos Vilas is an Argentinian who has until 
recently been the Co-ordinator of the ~ e n t r o  de Investigaciones y 
Documentacion de las Costa Atlantica in Nicaragua. John Saul is an 
editor of Southern Africa Report and teaches in Atkinson College, York 
University, Toronto. Val Moghadam is at the Pembroke Centre of Brown 
University, Rhode Island, and David Mandel is in the Department of political 
science at the Universite du Quebec a Montreal. Tony Benn, who was for 
eleven years a Cabinet Minister in the Wilson and Callaghan Governments, is 
M.P. for Chesterfield and a member of the National Executive of the Labour 
Party. Victor Kiernan is Emeritus Professor of History at the University of 
Edinburgh. Ernest Mandel teaches political Economy at Brussels Univer- 
sity, and Norman Geras is in the Department of Government, Manchester 
University. Michael Lowy is Research Director at the Centre National de la 
Recherche Scientifique, Paris, and Frieder Otto Wolf is a Member of the 
European Parliament for the German Green Party. Johanna Brenner is in 
the Department of Sociology at the University of Oregon, Portland, and 
Lawrence Littwin is in the Department of Political Science at California 
State University, Northridge. Saul Landau is a Senior Fellow at the Institute 
for Policy Studies in Washington, D.C. 

We are grateful to our contributors for their collaboration; and we also 
want to thank Martin Eve and Norman Franklin of Merlin Press for their 
cooperation in the production of this volume. Many thanks also to Mike 
Gonzales for his translation of Carlos Vilas's article. 

February 1989 R.M. 
L.P. 
J.S. 
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