
PREFACE 

Most of the essays in this thirteenth volume of The Socialist Register are 
concerned with the upheavals which made 1956 so traumatic a year for the 
left in general and for the Communist left in particular. The intention of 
this Symposium is clearly not to  recall in tranquillity the events of 
twenty years ago: it is rather to  contribute, in the tradition which the 
Register has established for itself, t o  the clarification of issues and 
problems of crucial importance to  the socialist movement. John Saville 
describes how he and E.P. Thompson, in defiance of the leadership of the 
Communist Party, gave voice to  a new opposition with the publication of 
what, in 1957, became The New Reasoner. Malcolm MacEwen and Margot 
Heinemann, from different points of view, recall the impact of the 
Khrushchev speech t o  the XXth Congress of the C.P.S.U. on the British 
Communist Party; and the two interviews which follow these articles also 
describe the reception of that speech by the French and Italian Communist 
Parties. Mervyn Jones surveys the main events of 1956; and Bill Lomax 
provides a detailed account of the little-known Workers Council of Greater 
Budapest in November 1956. Ken Coates reviews critically a recent 
compilation on The Left in Britain; and Ralph Miliband explores further 
the present limitations of the British left, and suggests that it should now 
"move on". His article extends an argument which has appeared in earlier 
volumes of the Register, and to  which articles in future volumes will 
undoubtedly return. 

In Part I1 of the volume, Laurence Harris and Ben Fine set out  the 
main issues in a long-standing debate on Marxist economic theory; and 
Hal Draper and Anne Lipow present some important texts, never 
published in English before, on the controversial issue of "Marxist Women 
versus Bourgeois Feminism". 

We wish once again to express our warm thanks to  our contributors and 
to our translators, Anthony and Fran~oise Strugnell. We also gratefully 
acknowledge the helpfulness of Martin Eve, our publisher. As in the case of 
previous volumes, we must stress that the views expressed by any of the 
contributors to  this volume are not necessarily shared byathe others, or by 
the Editors. 

R.M. 
July 19 7 6  J.S. 
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